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or whether it is peculiar to that (rom California, I treated some from the Oural
Mounteins in the same manner, and found that most, but not all of the lead-
colored scales are oxydized and assume yellow, orangze and blne colors. ‘T'his
reaction scems therciore to be an important one to distinguish Sisserskite from
Newjanskite. It is very likely, too, that we find in nature but two combinations
of Indium and Osmium, Ir Os and Ir Osq and that [r 0s3 is It Ost mixed with
some Ir OUs, as it is very difficult to distinguish their color.

On Stroutians-calcite, a New Mingral.
By Dr. F. A. Gexru.

Primitive form an obtuse rhombohedron (as it seems to show cleavaze parallel
to the planes of u rhombohedron, similur to that of calcite); the secondury forws
which I observed were the second ucute rhombohedron (analogous to that of
calcite of 65° 507) and its corresponding scalene-dodecahedron.  Urystals micros-
copic and not very distinet; in globulur wausses formed by an aggregate of rhom-
bohiedrons, cvery globule terminating in the above-mentioned acute rhombobe-
dron. Fracture uneven. H. = 3.5. Sp.gr. =17

Colorless and transparent at the points of the aggregations, whick are white
and translucent. The colorless crystals have a vitreous, the white oncs a some-
what pearly lustre.

When heated hefore the blowpipe it gives out a brilliant fight, imparts to the
flame a slight eritnson color, and is rerdered caustic,  Kasily soluble in acids
with disengagzement of carbonic acid. The solution gives a white precipitate
with salphate of lime, but not with sulphate of strontia; it therefore contains
strontia. After, (in another quantity of the solution,) stroutia was precipitated
with sulphate of potash, the addition of oxalate of amuonia produced a precipi-
tate ot oxalate of lime.

‘The quantities | had at my disposal were too small to admit of a quantitutive
analysis, but I presuine fromn the quantities, precipitated with sulphate of potash
and oxalate of ammoniz, that lime and strontia are contained in Strontiano-caleite
in about equal proportions. :

The specimen was presented to me by William Wauner, Fsq., who collected
it in the neighborhood of Girgenti in Sicily, where it, according to his statement,
i8 of rurc occurrence and associated with eelestine and suiphur.

In the chemico-mineralogical system it is to be placed between Dufrenoy’s
Dreelite and Plumbocaleite,

Of the carbonates which bave isomorphous bases, of carbonate of lime only,
two forms, rhombohedron and choinbic prism, have been observed; ol carbonate
ol lead, strontia aod bharyta, only the rhombic form is known; but when in com-
bination with earbonate of lume, they all likewise crystallize in the rhombohe-
drical form, thus forming Plumbo-caleite, Strontiano-caleite and Dreelite. It is

very likely, that we one of these days will mect with rhombohedrical forms of

the pure carbonates of lead, strontia and baryta.

The Committee on a paper by Messrs. Audubon and Bachman, read
this evening by special permission, deseribing a new specics of North
American Ifox, reported in favor of p{l‘:lica.tion :

1/
Description of a new North American Iox. Genus Vulpes, Curv.
By Avpunox axp Bacamax,

Vurres Utan.
V. corpors grandiore, pilis velleris longioribus nec non gracilioribus quam in
V. fulvo, cauda magna cylindracea. )
Specific characters.—Larger than Vulpes fulvis; fur longer ard finer than in
that species; tail large and cylindrical.
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Disieisions.
Feet. Tnches.

From point of nose toroot of tail, . . . . 2 8
Tail, (veriebra,) . . . . . . . 1 4

“  (toend of huir,y . . . . . . . 1 8
Circwnterence of tail, (broadest paity) . . . 1 8
From shonlder to tore-fect, . . . . . . 1 o
From vumip to hial-feet, . . . . . . i G
Height of vars, (posteriorly,) . . . . . . 4
From point oi nose toeve, . . . . . a¢
Lovrest neirs on the brush, . . . . . . H

v e the bady, . . . . . . :

Disecdpeir o —Clases shightly arched, compressed, channelled beneath, horn
color; huie, ol twa Kimndsdirst, a eoarse st long hair covering the [ur beneathit
seeond, @ denee b very sott tue lur, compased of hairs that are steaight, but
erigiped ard wavvoas o toe sifcer cray foxe Fur plimbeous at the roots,
madnaity becoainnz dark biown towayds Gie Lps i those parts of the body which
are dark colored vu the stazaee o i those paris which are white, the fur s white
from the roots, and on no part of the auinal doss it present any annulations,

The lonz fuirs are dark-brown from the roots, yellowish-white neur the mil-
dle ot their lenzth, aod are tipped with bliek,

On the muder surtace the bars are principally white their whole extent, with
a fow black ones intermized; the iur on the tail is rather less fine and move
woolly than on the body.

Feet covered with soft hair reaching beyond the toes; on the forchead the hair
is rather coarse and short, with fine fur beneath.  From this intermixture of
hairs the animal is greyish-white on the head, dark-brown on the neck, grayish-
brown on the dorsal line anid on the sides: the throat, under surface of the body,
insides of lows, drd feet are black.

The twil s irregnlerly banded with dark brown awd doll white, the tip white
for abuut three nehes,

Auntiic Npoed g o—Nosey both surfiees of The Lews, and bebind the ears, daric
reddish-brawiy whisioers black; mwder side ot neckyand a Line on the belly liver
brown.  Fur on the back very fines wod dark ashy-gray from the roots: the
ouger lairs on the back ave black at the roots o are browdly tipped with white;
fur on the sides, cinercous at the voots, aud yellowish-white from thence to the
end.

There i a reddish tinge on the neck, extending to the shonliars; sides of the
fuce grizzly-hrown ; the hair on the tal is irregularly clouded with brown and
dull white, and is lghtest ou the under surface.

This animal was first noticed, by Lewis and Clarke, as the large red fox of the
plaing, (vol. 2, p. 1653 wmd was referred to by us in the first volume of the
Quadrupeds af North Awerica, p. 51, where we described it from a hunter’s skin,

Having obtained a beantiful speeimen liow Captain Rbett, of the Hnited States
Army, we now propose for it the name of Un/pes Tiak, as it is, so far as our
information extends, chielly fowd in the Utah territory, although it probably
runges conziderably north of toe Great Salt Luke.

The habits of this beautiiul fox are sinilar to those of the Red Fox, and it
runs info many varicties of color.

Cuaptain Rhett informed us that he killed the specimen, kindly presented to us
by hi, near Fort Latimee.

Neveral speeimens of Vu/pes Urake have been received at the Smithsonian Insti-
tution, and 1t will probably soon be well kuowu.
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The Committee to which was referred a paper by Dr. Le Conte,

cntitled “ Synopsis of the specics of Pterostichus,” reported in favor of

publication in the Journal.
—
ELECTION.

Mr. Joseph Lca and Dr. Williags T1. Tingley, both of Philudelphia,
were elected Aembers of the Acaddguy.
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