Sample annotated bibliography entry:

Tull, D. S. and K. Bohning-Gaese. 1993. Patterns of drilling predation on gastropods of the
family Turritellidae in the Gulf of California. Paleobiology 19: 476-486.

The authors examined predation by predatory gastropods on two other species of gastropods,
Turritella leucostoma and T. gonostoma by comparing drill holes in shells washed up on a beach
in Mexico. Although shell thickness was positively related to shell length in both species, T.
leucostoma had thinner shells and were preyed upon more frequently than T. gonostoma. Across
both species, smaller shells were drilled more frequently than larger shells. Thus, the authors’
within-species comparison revealed an effect of shell length (which was correlated with shell
thickness), while their between-species comparison showed an effect of shell thickness
independent of shell length.

I will use their paper as evidence that shell thickness may affect a shell’s susceptibility to
predation. This will provide support for my hypothesis that shell thickness differs between shells
with and without evidence of predation. Because their study focused on gastropod prey, while
we studied bivalves, 1 will be able to compare our results on the effects of shell thickness and
size with the results from another group of mollusks. Finally, because they found a positive
relationship between shell length and thickness, this agrees with our finding of a positive
relationship between shell width and thickness and also justifies our use of shell width as a
covariate in comparing thickness of shells with and without drill holes.

Some important features illustrated by this example:

e The citation is properly formatted, following the style used by the journal Ecology.

e The description of the article provides details that are relevant to my topic. This
description is in my own words. It is not directly lifted from their article or abstract, nor
is it a rearrangement of words and phrases taken from their article or abstract.*

e The description of how the article will be related to my work is very specific. It clearly
explains how this article is relevant, rather than just asserting that the findings are
relevant. It discusses the particular aspects of their study that I will relate to certain
features of my study.

e The article is from the primary literature (i.e., it describes new research rather than
providing an overview of previous research). The first page of the full-text article is
provided; printing out the abstract from a database is not enough.

* see course website for guidelines for paraphrasing.






