
Visual organizers! 
What Are They? Are They Good for Anything?! 

 

What are they? 
 Ways to show characteristics of concepts, 

relationships among ideas, chronology of events, 
and how things work  

 

Are they good for 
anything?! YES!  

 

 For studying for tests: it is easier to remember a 
timeline, picture, or chart than  

lots of pages of writing 
 For developing critical thinking skills: it takes more 

brain power to figure out how to create a Chain or 
Web of information (see examples on back) than to 

just read (and re-read…) your notes and texts 
 For using better memorizing techniques: it is easier 

to remember things when they are ‘chunked’ 
together in larger groups, instead of learning lots of 

separate pieces of information 
 

take a look at these visual 
organizers! 

 

Need More Ideas?  
The Center for Student Learning  

 
at the Addlestone Library 

www.cofc.edu/~csl 
843.953.5635 



 
  

 
 
 

 
 
 

       
 
 
 

     
 
 

 

 TREE—for hierarchies 
 
--show classifications 
--show analysis 
--show how things are structured 
--show attributes (characteristics) 
--show examples 
 

 WEB—for concepts 
 
--for definitions 
--for attributes 
--for examples 
 
 

CHART—for similar concepts 
 
--compare 
--contrast 
--show attributes 
 
 
 
 

CHAIN—for changes over time 
 
--show process 
--show sequence 
--show cause and effect 
--show chronology (time frame) 
 
 
 
 

SKETCH—for visualizing a description 
 
--show physical structures 
--show descriptions 
--show space relations 
--show concrete objects 
--show visual images 
 
 

TIME LINE—for chronology 
 
--show sequence 
--show concurrent events 
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