








Mini-grant Application Form Version 10/02/06

Undergraduate Applicant(s): _Stephanie M. Pridgeon

Project Description & Justification

In the space provided below, the student applicant(s) must describe the nature of the research project or creative work.
The description must be general enough that a faculty member from a discipline outside that of the project can
appreciate the significance of the work. Applicants are encouraged to attach (as an appendix to this application) a
technical abstract that was, or is being, submitted to the meeting/conference. However, the technical meeting abstract
for the presentation will probably not suffice as the Project Description & Justification requested below as part of this
URCA Mini-grant application. The quality of this statement will be a primary criterion in the evaluation of the
application. Studentsare strongly advised to have this statement carefully reviewed by the faculty mentor. Maximum
250 words.

| am currently writing my Bachelor’s Essay on the reconstruction of feminine identity as
seen inwomen’ s writings of Argentina’ s Dirty War period, the authoritarian period which lasted
from 1976 until 1983. | propose to present a condensed version of my thesis at the National
Conferences on Undergraduate Research at Dominican University in San Rafael, California, from
April 12 through 14, 2007.

Female writers have shown how their identities have beeninfluenced by the political
situations of the Dirty War period and that they are generally constructed by men. These
identities are a manifestation of men's actions, so that women’s identities were based mainly in
being the recipients of men’s actions. Conscious of this definition, female writers during this
epoch began to rgject it and to construct new ones through their writings. Analyzing a series of
women’ swritings, my research focuses upon the various ways in which, as a response to the
identity that has been imposed upon them by the authoritarian regime, women have used writing
in order to reconstruct feminine identity.

Authors whose works are included in my study are Liliana Heker, Luisa Vaenzuea,
AliciaPartnoy and Alicia Kozameh. The presentation that | will give at the Conference will focus
on the novel El fin dela historia, by Liliana Heker. | will discuss the ways in which the female
protagonists are developed throughout the novel.
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Roles Statement

In the space provided below, the student applicant(s) and/or mentor(s) must clearly describe the roles of al
participants. If thisistravel request, the roles of the student and mentor BOTH while working on the
project being presented AND while at the meeting must be clearly stated. The Mini-grant program will
fund proposals in which mentors offer very little creative input, provided that they do provide appropriate
guidance and oversight. The program will also support projects in which mentors fully direct the project,
aslong as they seek to develop student research skills or credtivity in demonstrable ways. In either case,
the description must be general enough that a faculty member from any academic discipline will be able to
understand the role of the student(s), the role of the mentor(s), and the nature of the interaction between
them. It must not be assumed that the reviewerswill have acommon standard or concept for the best
practices of mentoring undergraduate research. Maximum 250 words.

Throughout the 2006-2007 academic year, my mentor and | have collaborated and will
continue to collaborate on my Bachelor’'s Essay. | meet with Dr. Colomina once a week to
discuss the novels and criticism that both of us are reading and to decide what will be the focus of
each section of the thesis. She suggests sources for meto read and possibly include in the project.
Both of us search for sources to be included in the essay and discuss them witheach other. Dr.
Colominareviews what | have written and offers critique and guidance for the further
devel opment of the project.

| will prepare a Power Point presentation of a condensed version of part of the Bachelor’'s
Essay. Professor Colominawill offer her critique on the presentation, which I will then present at
the National Conferences for Undergraduate Research. | will travel to Dominican University in
San Rafael, California, from April 12 through 14 for this conference. While at the conference, |
will give this presentation of my research as well as attend other students’ oral presentations of
their research, which will be an opportunity for meto learn about other undergraduate students
research projects. The conference presentation will also provide the opportunity for this research
project to reach awide audience of students.

Application Page 5 of 5
Applicants must also submit aUNIFORM APPLICATION COVER PAGE as part of any Mini-Grant Applicant



