
Goal 1. Gathering and using information
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N.B. This General Education requirement was approved by the Faculty Senate on April 10, 2007, but it has been reformatted to be consistent with the formatting of the proposed Gen Ed requirements that are under discussion by the 2007-2008 Senate. If the Senate approves, this page will be added to the proposed Gen Ed requirements so that the Senate can amend and vote on the proposed Gen Ed curriculum as a whole. 

Goal 2. Effective writing and critical reading; oral and visual communication
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N.B. This General Education requirement was approved by the Faculty Senate on May 3, 2007, with the following contingency: “This requirement will replace the current English 101-102 requirement only if a General Education Committee is formed.” This requirement has been reformatted to be consistent with the format of the proposed Gen Ed requirements that are now under discussion by the 2007-2008 Senate. If the Senate approves, this page will be added to the proposed Gen Ed requirements so that the Senate can take a vote on the proposed Gen Ed curriculum as a whole.
The Following General Education Goals have been discussed and amended by the Senate, September 2007-January 2008, but have not yet been approved.

Goal 3  Foreign Language


Defining Characteristics

Students should be able to

1) Read passages written in a foreign language, understand the meaning of simple sentences on familiar topics and, with the aid of a dictionary, discern the meaning of an unfamiliar passage written for adults.

2) Translate into grammatically correct English, with the aid of a dictionary, an unfamiliar passage written in an ancient or modern language.

3) Communicate orally on straightforward topics, construct intelligible sentences, and ask and answer simple questions (required only in the modern languages).

4) Communicate in writing, construct simple sentences, and apply the rules of the basic grammar of the target language (required only in the modern languages).


Requirement

1) All students must demonstrate intermediate-level competency as defined by the program. This will be done either by completing a 202-level foreign language class at the College or by demonstrating this competency through a placement exam approved by the foreign language program.


Approval Criteria

Approval criteria for foreign language courses numbered 101-202:

Courses form a sequence leading to an intermediate level of competency, so that students can do the following:

1) Understand, as readers of an ancient or modern language, the meaning of simple sentences on familiar topics and, with the aid of a dictionary, discern the meaning of an unfamiliar passage written for adults (required in both modern and ancient languages)

2) Translate into grammatically correct English, with the aid of a dictionary, an unfamiliar passage written in an ancient or modern language (required in both modern and ancient languages)

3) Communicate orally on straightforward topics, construct intelligible sentences, and ask and answer simple questions in the target modern language (required only in the modern languages)

4) Communicate in writing, construct simple sentences, and apply the rules of the basic grammar of the target language (required only in the modern languages)

5) Faculty developing or evaluating course proposals will also be guided by the definition of competency that each language program has developed in accordance with guidelines established by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL) whenever applicable. A more rudimentary level of competency may be required for languages whose alphabet, root words, or other linguistic features have very little in common with the English language.

Goal 4  Mathematical Reasoning and Analysis


Defining Characteristics

Students should

1)
Master some of the theoretical underpinnings of an area of mathematics relevant to society at large, and demonstrate an understanding of abstract mathematical objects separate from any particular application.

2)
Engage in college-level mathematical modeling of varied phenomena (i.e., applying the abstractions described above to concrete problems in a variety of disciplines), along with the quantitative, symbolic, and computational methods necessary to answer questions, understand the significance of the results, and judge their reasonableness.

3)
Comprehend mathematical arguments, formulas, and graphical representations, and use these to present clearly and effectively justify mathematical conclusions and results.


Requirement

1)
All students must complete two approved courses in mathematical reasoning and analysis.

2)
Students must select two approved courses that, either separately or in combination, satisfy all three approval criteria. Courses will be tagged to indicate which criteria they satisfy.

Approval Criteria

Each course requires students to do at least two of the following:

1) Master some of the theoretical underpinnings of an area of mathematics relevant to society at large, and demonstrate an understanding of abstract mathematical objects separate from any particular application.

2) Engage in college-level mathematical modeling of varied phenomena (i.e., applying the abstractions described above to concrete problems in a variety of disciplines), along with the quantitative, symbolic, and computational methods necessary to answer questions, understand the significance of the results, and judge their reasonableness.

3) Comprehend mathematical arguments, formulas, and graphical representations, and use these to clearly present and effectively justify mathematical conclusions and results.

Goal 5  Scientific Reasoning and Analysis, 

 and

Knowledge of the Natural World


Defining Characteristics

Scientific reasoning and analysis

Students should

1)
Demonstrate an appreciation and understanding of the scientific method of inquiry.

2)
Acquire knowledge of the evidence, ideas, and models that scientists use to make judgments about the natural world.

Knowledge of the natural world
Students should acquire the following areas of knowledge of the natural world:

1)
The origin and evolution of the Universe and of Earth

2)
The nature of the physical world

3)
The nature of the biosphere and how it evolves over time

4)
The processes of inquiry in science 

5)
The integrative and synergistic nature of scientific knowledge within and outside of scientific disciplines.

Requirement

1) All students must complete three approved courses and two approved labs.


2) Coursework must be done in at least two different departments.

3) Students must select three approved courses and two approved labs that, either separately or in combination, cover all five areas of knowledge designated under “knowledge of the natural world.” Courses will be tagged to indicate the topics they cover. 

Approval Criteria

Courses must require students to do all of the following:

(1) Demonstrate an appreciation and understanding of the scientific method of inquiry

(2) Acquire knowledge of the evidence, ideas, and models that scientists use to make judgments about the natural world.

Courses must require students to demonstrate an understanding of at least one of the following:

1) Origin and evolution of the Universe and of Earth

2) Nature of the physical world

3) Nature of the biosphere and how it evolves over time

4) Processes of inquiry in science 

5) The integrative and synergistic nature of scientific knowledge within and outside of scientific disciplines.

One of the three approved courses must be defined by an interdisciplinary approach involving the relationship of scientific knowledge to culture and society. 

 Goal 6  Interdisciplinary Analysis and Creative Problem-solving


Defining Characteristics

Students should be able to

1) Use multiple approaches to interpret complex phenomena.

2) Understand the interconnectedness of knowledge that comes from separate disciplines.

3) Develop new insight and/or innovations by viewing phenomena from multiple perspectives.


Requirement

All students must complete one approved course.  This requirement may be satisfied by one of the courses taken in the Scientific Reasoning and Analysis, and Knowledge of the Natural World or another approved course.

Approval Criteria

1) Courses should be designed to explore a topic from the perspective of more than one academic discipline. 

2) Courses should advance students’ understanding of a topic through integration of different disciplinary insights.

3) Courses should develop students’ critical awareness of the choices, opportunities, compromises, and limitations involved in using an interdisciplinary approach to the topic being studied.

(Approval criteria are drawn from “Targeted assessment of students' interdisciplinary work: an empirically grounded framework proposed.” Veronica Boix Mansilla and Elizabeth Dawes Duraising.  Journal of Higher Education 78.2 [March-April 2007)]: 215[23].)

Goal 7  Knowledge of Human History


Defining Characteristics

1) Develop knowledge of the history of human civilizations, societies, and cultures and an awareness of historical experience through the study of the political, social, cultural, and intellectual aspects of pre-modern and modern eras.

2) Learn how to situate primary historical records in their contexts and use these sources to construct historical arguments.

3) Critically appreciate earlier eras of the human past so as to gain a greater understanding of the contemporary world.


Requirement

1) Students must complete two approved courses. 

2) Students must select two courses that, together, cover both eras of human history (pre-modern and modern). Courses will be tagged to indicate which eras they cover.


Approval Criteria

Each course must do all of the following:

1) Develop students’ knowledge of the history of human civilizations, societies, and cultures and an awareness of historical experience through the study of the political, social, cultural, and intellectual aspects of selected eras of human history

2) Teach students how to situate primary historical records in their contexts and use these sources to construct historical arguments

3) Enable students to critically appreciate earlier eras of the human past so as to gain a greater understanding of the contemporary world
4) Approved courses will cover substantial historical developments and periods within the pre-modern and modern periods, rather than only specific episodes.

Goal 8  Artistic, Cultural, and Intellectual Traditions and Achievements


Defining Characteristics

Students should

1) Study examples of artistic, cultural, and/or intellectual achievements. 

2) Use multiple areas of knowledge to interpret and evaluate these traditions and achievements: 

a) Aesthetic criteria that may be used to interpret works of art. 

b) Understanding of the tradition and achievement and/or the creative process, gained through analysis and/or creation of art.

c) Techniques appropriate to the study of the arts and the humanities.

d) Social, historical, and intellectual impact and/or ethical dimensions of these traditions and achievements and the way they are interpreted and valued.


Requirement

1) Students must complete four approved courses.

2) Students must complete these courses in at least two different departments or programs.   

3) Students must complete at least one course that is devoted to the study of traditions and achievements in visual or performing arts, or that combines the study of any form of artistic achievement with the creation of that art form. Such courses will be tagged so that students may identify them. No more than two such courses can be used to satisfy this requirement.

4) Coursework satisfying this requirement may not be double-counted with the course used to satisfy the second Communication requirement (a writing-intensive literature course, Goal I.2).

5) Coursework satisfying this requirement may not be double-counted with the courses used to satisfy the human history requirement (Goal III.1). 
 

Approval Criteria

1) All courses should examine examples of artistic, cultural, and/or intellectual traditions and achievements.

2) Each course should use at least two of the following areas of knowledge to interpret and evaluate these traditions and achievements:

a) Aesthetic criteria that may be used to interpret works of art

b) Understanding of the tradition and achievement and/or the creative process, gained through analysis and/or creation of art

c) Techniques appropriate to the study of the arts and the humanities

d) Social, historical, and intellectual and/or ethical dimensions of these traditions and achievements and the way they are interpreted and valued

Goal 9  Human Behavior and Social Interaction


Defining Characteristics

Students should 

1) Acquire knowledge of at least one of the following: 

1) Characteristics of social organizations and institutions.

1) The role of factors such as age, gender, race, ethnicity, cultural background, economic status, and religion in influencing human behavior  and social interaction .  

1) Biological and environmental influences on mental processes and behaviors, based on human studies and/or animal models. 

1) Ethical dimensions of human behavior and the formation of social, cultural, and/or religious values. 

1) Sources and consequences of the transformation of human societies over time

2) Understand and be able to develop explanations for human behavior and social interaction by using appropriate empirical evidence and social scientific methods of inquiry.

Requirement

Students must complete two approved courses, each of which must satisfy both Defining Characteristics. 


Approval Criteria

1) Understand and be able to develop explanations for human behavior and social interaction by using appropriate empirical evidence and social scientific methods of inquiry.

2) Courses should advance students’ understanding of at least one of the following:
a) Characteristics of social organizations and institutions.

b) The role of factors such as age, gender, race, ethnicity, cultural background, economic status, and religion in influencing human behavior and social interaction.

c) Biological and environmental influences on mental processes and behaviors, based on human studies and/or animal models.

d) Ethical dimensions of human behavior and the formation of social, cultural, and/or religious values

e) Sources and consequences of the transformation of human societies over time
 Goal 10 Knowledge of Contemporary International and Global Contexts
Defining Characteristics
Students should deepen their understanding of contemporary international and global contexts by doing both of the following:
1)  Develop knowledge of one or more regions or countries outside the United States through analysis of examples of those regions’ or countries’ contemporary social, political, economic and/or cultural life; 
2)  Develop understanding of contemporary interconnections between regions/countries related to one or more global issues, themes and/or conflicts.

Requirement
Students must complete one approved course or complete any study abroad course for credit. 
Approval Criteria

1)  Course must deepen students’ understanding of contemporary international and global contexts 
2) Course must include components of both of the following:

a) Developing students’ knowledge of one or more regions or countries outside the United States through analysis of examples of those regions’/countries’ contemporary social, political, economic and/or cultural life;


b) Developing students’ understanding of contemporary interconnections between regions/countries related to one or more global issues, themes and/or conflicts.

Goal 11  Experiencing, Understanding, and Using Multiple Cultural Perspectives


Defining Characteristics
Students should
1) Demonstrate understanding of perspectives and conditions that distinguish cultures and social identities from one another.

2) Demonstrate awareness of beliefs and values of more than one culture or social identity.

3) Use the framework of more than one culture as a means of interpreting phenomena or experiences.


Requirement

Students must complete one approved course. 

Approval Criteria

1) Course must require students to demonstrate understanding of perspectives and conditions that distinguish cultures and social identities from one another.
2) Course must require students to demonstrate awareness of beliefs and values of more than one culture or social identity.
3) Course must focus on at least one of the following:

a) Cultural, social, or intellectual dimensions of a country or region other than the United States

b) Cultural, social, or intellectual dimensions of a group within the United States whose identity and perspective are distinct from the dominant culture
c) Comparisons of the cultural productions or human interaction of several different cultural groups
Defining Characteristics


	


Students should be able to:


Determine the nature and extent of information needed


Access the needed information effectively and efficiently


Evaluate information and its sources critically


Understand the economic, legal, and social issues surrounding the use of information, and access and use information ethically and legally


Acknowledge the use of information sources using an appropriate documentation style.





Requirement





Instruction in these skills will be required in the First-Year Experience and in the first-year writing course. 





Approval Criteria





Each course requires students to do the following:


Determine the nature and extent of information needed


Access the needed information effectively and efficiently


Evaluate information and its sources critically


Understand the economic, legal, and social issues surrounding the use of information, and access and use information ethically and legally


Acknowledge the use of information sources using an appropriate documentation style.





Defining Characteristics





Students should be able to


Understand, analyze, and interpret intellectually challenging written texts and oral and visual presentations


Use writing and speaking to increase their own understanding of a topic and to communicate their point of view persuasively


Strengthen written and spoken work through the process of drafting, revising, and editing


Create formal papers and public presentations that are appropriate for the situation and audience


Produce well-organized papers and public presentations that convey substantive information and that conform to the conventions of edited American English


Interpret visual images and employ images to communicate ideas and concepts.





Students should complete rigorous writing and speaking assignments and receive significant feedback on their work in first-year courses and in other courses throughout their college career.





Requirement





Three courses:  One first-year writing course, one additional writing-intensive literature course, and one speaking-intensive course. 








Approval Criteria





Courses must require students to generate a significant quantity of written communication (at least 15 pages) or oral/visual communication appropriate to the discipline.


A significant portion of the course grade must be based on the quality of the student’s work in either writing or speaking.


Some written or spoken work may be presented informally, but at least half of the assignments must be presented according to the conventions of an academic discipline, and/or in a format suitable for an academic or professional audience.


Writing and/or speaking assignments require students to demonstrate understanding of course content and/or academic research.


Course must include several opportunities draft workshops or conferences for individualized feedback by the instructor and revision by the student.


A writing-intensive literature course must explore a significant quantity of literary works (at least five full-length prose works or three volumes of verse).


Course size must be no more than 20 students.
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